A.S.RudolphR.RabinoviciG.Z.FeurerstienRed Blood Cell Substitutes: Basic Principles and Clinical Applications1997Marcel Dekker  by Makris, M.
176 Book Reviews 
of the lymphatic system is well described, as well as 
pathologic disorders. Imaging and clinical pre- 
sentation are well documented, which makes this chap- 
ter easy to read and very helful. 
Colour photography would be much appreciated 
for the clinical and surgical pictures, although this 
would increase the price. This book should be con- 
sidered by vascular trainees and vascular surgeons as 
one of the key references in this field. 
J. G. Kretz 
Strasbourg, France 
Yearbook of Vascular Surgery, 1997 
J. M. Porter, ed. Mosby, 1997. 560 pages, price $86. 
This yearbook represents one of the more entertaining 
methods of keeping up to date. As with the other 
members of this yearbook family, the present book on 
Vascular Surgery presents a selection of article ab- 
stracts which represent significant advances or contain 
important statements of clinical principles. Each of the 
321 abstracts i followed by a complementary placing 
the obtained data in a relevant perspective. What 
makes this yearbook of Vascular Surgery particularly 
worthwhile is the often personal and sarcastic om- 
ments from the editor John Porter. Not only do these 
comments point straight o the weaknesses or other 
critical issues of the papers but also introduce the 
CDA (Camel Dung Award). This award, introduced 
last year, is awarded "for boring repetition of es- 
tablished ogma", "for yet another statement of what 
every vascular surgeon on the planet already knows, 
", or "for reaching grandious conclusions wholly un- 
supported by the presented ata" in addition to a 
number of other similar reasons. Overall the language 
in the commentaries i very flowery, although a 
glimpse of the editor's descent is seen now and then. 
The abstracts are separated into 17 chapters tarting 
with basic considerations, endovascular techniques, 
vascular lab and so forth, going through the usual 
problems and ending up with portal hypertension. 
One of the major advantages with this format of book 
is that several papers on similar topics are grouped 
together and thereby provide the reader with a wider 
view of various problems. Also, the possibility of 
including related problems which are usually not dealt 
with in vascular surgical magazines can easily be 
reviewed in this way. One obvious drawback is that 
the choice of papers to some extent depends on the 
editor's prejudice as well as areas of interest. The 
weighting of the various topics follows the usual for- 
mat seen at vascular symposias during which the work 
taking up more than 50% of the vascular surgical 
surgeon's time, i.e. leg ischaemia, make up 10-15%. 
With the overwhelming literature available, it is im- 
possible to keep up with all aspects of the speciality, 
and the present book, therefore, also represents a
good way of being presented with less monumental 
observations; for instance, the data indicating that 
athletes, especially runners and cyclists, may develop 
external iliac artery lesions, or the possibility of as- 
sessing renal artery stenosis by insonation of the seg- 
mental or subsegmental renal arteries. Also, several 
curious incidents are reported to the reader, e.g. com- 
plete retrograde aortic dissection after bilateral iliac 
artery stenting, or two cases of extra-corporeal shock 
wave lithotripsy inducing abdominal aortic aneurysm 
rupture. 
In conclusion, this annual review of vascular surgery 
and related topics represents an excellent way of re- 
viewing the field of vascular surgery, and in particular 
some of the literature which might not otherwise be 
read. In addition, the comments by the editor are 
entertaining and in some instances help put the mes- 
sage into perspective. 
T. V. Shroeder 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
Red Blood Cell Substitutes: Basic Principles and 
Clinical Applications 
A. S. Rudolph, R. Rabinovici and G. Z. Feurerstien, 
eds. Marcel Dekker, 1997. 487 pages, price $175.00. 
It was ironic that I received this book for review on 
the day that I wrote to my patients with inherited 
bleeding disorders informing them of the risk of new 
variant CJD associated with blood and blood products 
prepared from U.K. donors. In contrast to the advances 
in technology that have allowed the preparation of 
recombinant clotting factors, the situation with cellular 
products has lagged behind. This book com- 
prehensively covers all aspects of the field, including 
attempts to provide reliable and safe red cell sub- 
stitutes. 
The three editors, each of whom has made major 
contributions to the area, have assembled 55 primarily 
North American experts from the fields of academia, 
industry, the military and the regulatory authorities 
to write the 21 chapters. All areas of importance are 
covered in detail, from the background of the need 
for substitutes, to the physiology of oxygen transport, 
the problems with toxicity as well as the expected 
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description of the different substances under de- 
velopment. Unlike the early agents which had sig- 
nificant problems with renal and gastrointestinal 
toxicity, the current substitutes are much better tol- 
erated. Readers who are not working in the area will 
be surprised not only by the number of substitutes 
undergoing clinical trials but also by how far advanced 
these trials are. The chapters written by authors from 
the industry often provide preliminary unpublished 
clinical data, which is very encouraging. The final 
chapter on future perspectives of red cell substitutes 
is disappointing because instead of delivering what is 
promised in the title, the author spends more time 
discussing areas to which he has contributed. Are the 
red cell substitutes under current development going 
to herald the end of transfusion as we know it? The 
answer is no; although personally I am convinced that 
some of these products will be licensed within the 
next decade. However, their half-life is fairly short, 
only extending to a few days, so their use will be 
fairly limited to a few specific situations uch as acute 
hypovolaemia or surgery. 
The book is entirely in black and white, and the 
illustrations are very clear in all chapters. The quality 
of layout and production is high throughout. There is 
remarkably little overlap between the chapters and 
the references at the end of each are surprisingly up 
to date, with many chapters including several 1997 
references, which is unusual for a book with a 1997 
publication date. 
Anybody with a special interest in red cell substitute 
research will have to buy this book. Others with an 
interest in transfusion will benefit by reading the book 
but I expect hey will rely on borrowing rather than 
purchasing a copy. I believe this book should be pres- 
ent in every medical school library. Considering the 
relatively small primary market, its up to date nature 
and the quality of the information it provides, I believe 
it delivers value for money. 
M. Makris 
Sheffield, U.K. 
Surgery for Cerebrovascular Disease, 2nd Ed. 
W. S. Moore, ed. W.B. Saunders, 1996. 713 pages; 
price £160. 
This book represents, in more than one sense, aheavy- 
weight contribution in the field of surgical man- 
agement of cerebrovascular disease. The book is di- 
vided into 15 parts, with a total of 89 chapters totalling 
over 700 pages. Nine of the chapters are written by 
Wesley Moore himself. While it is enjoyable to read 
about the personal experiences from one of the true 
great pioneers in the field of vascular surgery, some 
of these chapters uffer from lack of substance. For 
instance, back pressure measurement can no longer 
be considered to be an accurate method for de- 
termining the need for a shunt. 
I have not had the opportunity to compare this 
second edition with the first one, and am therefore 
unable to judge any improvements. The overwhelming 
impression after reading this supposed classic in the 
field of surgery to the extracranial arteries is un- 
evenness, closely bordering on disappointment. With 
117 contributors covering the whole field of managing 
cerebrovascular disease, perhaps this should not be a 
surprise. Since the problem is not limited to overlap 
or non-uniformity of style, it also leaves an impression 
of inadequate quality that is difficult to accept. Only 
three of the contributors are from Europe (Great Brit- 
ain) and two from Australia, while the rest are from 
the U.S.A. and Canada. While many chapters are well 
written with updated references, others are clearly 
outdated and in urgent need for a thorough rewrite. 
As an example of the first, the chapter on emergency 
surgery for stroke in evolution and crescendo TIAs 
can be mentioned, while the chapter on ophthalmic 
manifestations of cerebrovascular disease serves as an 
example of the latter. 
Although tempting, it is not possible to discuss all 
the different chapters in detail, but some points may 
serve to illustrate the impression of an insufficiently 
edited book. 
The chapter concerning pathology for ischaemic 
stroke deals with the subject in a rather shallow listing 
of possible causes for ischaemic stroke. The theory 
behind atherosclerosis is somewhat outdated with, for 
instance, no reference to the NO-mechanism. In the 
chapter on clinical manifestations of TIA and stroke 
in the distribution of the carotid artery, the old concept 
of lacunar syndromes i repeated, while the rest of the 
clinically important symptoms and findings are dealt 
with on only five pages, without distinction between 
frequently occurring manifestations and more rare 
occurrences. As a further example, the following chap- 
ter on clinical manifestations of TIA and stroke in the 
vertebrobasilar system consists of 15 pages. In view 
of the lack of scientific evidence, this seems almost 
overambitious when compared with the previous 
chapter. It also contains an abundance of photographs 
of angiograms and CT scans for illustration that seem 
superfluous in relation to the conveyed message. The 
chapter on injuries to the extracranial vessels is un- 
necessarily extensive in its repetition of general prin- 
ciples on vascular trauma and repair techniques and 
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